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seven years would be over. Precisely seven years after his
first speech on a political platform on Poland's future free-
dom, seven years after the unveiling in 1910 of the
Griinwald Memorial, President Wilson had assured him
that there would be a free and independent Poland
vouched for in the coming Fourteen Points, It took
Paderewskf s political declaration seven years to acquire
significance for the whole world. There is something
terrifying in the logic of fate, though we discover its
wisdom only after its manifestation.
No stage was set for a new harming in Paderewski's
life, and nothing dramatic happened. The year 1920 was
ending in a bustle of activities. Most of the leaves on the
trees had been scattered by autumn winds ; the grapes
had turned into wine and the peaches had been gathered.
There had been much work in connection with the League
of Nations on account of the disputes, the negotiations and
the signing of the treaties concerning the new status of
Danzig. Even the usual game of patience was in progress.
Mme Helena and Mme Wilkonska, Paderewski's sister,
and several members of the household sat round playing
patience. Paderewski himself was walking from player to
player, looking over their cards, stopping for a while,
giving advice. Eventually the evening came to an end and
Riond Bosson went to bed. A full moon floated slowly
above the lake, silently shifting the deep shadows of the
trees in the park. Paderewski had gone upstairs and
locked himself into his study. Then all at once came the
sound of a Chopin Nocturne. In that house deprived of
music for many years the sounds were strange and unreal;
there were no hesitations; the music flowed without
interruption as though resumed after only a moment's rest.
On the staircase was sitting Jan Rosen, Paderewski's

